
GENERAL COMMENTS – Commissioner’s Meeting – May 13, 2014 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m. in Room 102 of the Borough Hall.  The 

announcement of Public Meetings was read by Commissioner Kasko.  After the Pledge of 

Allegiance and a moment of silence, roll call was taken.  Commissioner Kasko, 

Commissioner Moscatelli and Commissioner Rochford were present along with the 

Borough Administrator, the Borough Solicitor and the Borough Clerk. 

 

Commissioner Rochford made a motion to waive the reading of the minutes and approve 

them as posted for the meeting of April 22, 2014.  Commissioner Moscatelli seconded the 

motion, which was then approved unanimously by the Commissioners. 

 

Resolution 2014-05-13-2014 was introduced, which authorized the reading of the 2014 

Municipal Budget by title only.  As there were no questions the Commissioners voted 

unanimously to approve the resolution. 

 

Commissioner Kasko briefly explained the budget and opened the Public Hearing.  He 

noted that the amount to be raised by taxation is decreasing over the 2013 budget by 

$29,158.  This results in the zero increase budget by the Borough. 

 

Joe Haro, 610 Haddonfield Commons, in referencing the Budget Recapitulation 

document, asked what grants would be received from the State.  Commissioner Kasko 

replied that one of them is the NJDOT Road Work grant in the amount of $200,000.  Mr. 

Haro then commented on the upcoming Library construction and asked if the cost of a 

temporary location is in this budget.  Commissioner Kasko replied that it is not in the 

Borough budget.  He noted that the Library has their own budget and it does cover this 

expense.  Mr. Haro then commented that the Ambulance Association use used to be free 

to the residents, but not so anymore.  He asked if the fact that they are now billing the 

citizens for the amount not covered by insurance affects the amount provided by the 

Borough.  Commissioner Rochford replied that the Borough pays the EMT salaries.  The 

Borough Administrator stated that the Borough also pays the Fire Department salaries.  Mr. 

Haro asked how much of their budget comes from the Borough.  The Borough 

Administrator replied that a majority of it comes from the Borough.  Mr. Haro asked if that 

department could be run through a shared service with surrounding municipalities.  

Commissioner Rochford replied that their budget is kept very tight.  Mr. Haro then 

admonished the Commissioners that they should have a copy of the line item budget 

document in front of them during the Public Hearing.  He then noted that the State is 

accepting new applications for Green Acres funding and asked if the Borough would be 

applying for additional funding.  Commissioner Kasko replied that the Borough would most 

likely be at the bottom of the list since we still have not used the previously awarded funds.  

Mr. Haro then asked for the status of the use of those funds.  The Borough Administrator 

replied that these funds are shown in our fund accounting.  The then referred back to Mr. 

Haro’s questions regarding the Ambulance Association.  She noted that the Borough pays 

the employee expenses and the Association used the money they have collected to 

purchase vehicles.  Additionally, the Borough receives $200,000 in revenue from them to 

offset our expenses.  Mr. Haro then observed that the public safety portion of the budget is 

increasing by 12% and asked why.  The Borough Administrator explained that this is for 

administrative increases.  Mr. Haro noted that there is a sharp increase in the Senior 

Citizens Salary and Wage line and asked for an explanation.  The Borough Administrator 

replied that there had been an error in last year’s budgeting, which caused the number to 

be lower than it should have been.  In regards to engineering fees Mr. Haro asked if the 

Borough had considered hiring any of the competitors for this position.  Commissioner 

Moscatelli replied that the borough had gone out to bid for these services, as they do 

every three years, and renewed the contract with Remington & Vernick Engineers.  He 

stated that they are full competent and do a good overall job for the Borough.  He 

finished by pointing out the Borough does not have to go out to bid for these services 

every year, but chooses to do so.  Commissioner Rochford noted that we do the same for 

our banking and auditor services, too.  No further questions were asked. 

 

Commissioner Kasko summarized the budget and explained that of the roughly $15 million 

borough budget, an estimated $10 million will be raised in taxed and the remainder will be 

borrowed.  He finished by stating that he is very proud of the fact that the local tax is the 

last as last year.  Commissioner Rochford noted that the borough’s bond rating remains 

very strong, to which the Administrator added that it is at AA2.  The borough is considered 

too small to make it to an AAA rating. 

 

Kathy Freeman, Chestnut Street, asked how the costs for the winter storms were handled.  

Commissioner Kasko noted that most of the storms were in 2014 so we were able to absorb 

the costs into this budget.  Additionally new technology helped with lowering the energy 

costs.  The Borough Administrator pointed out that the timing of the storms did not increase 



our overtime costs.  Commissioner Rochford stated that various retirements have also 

helped to reduce costs. 

 

As there were no further questions or comments Commissioner Kasko made a motion to 

close the Public Hearing and adopt the Borough’s 2014 Budget.  Commissioner Moscatelli 

seconded the motion, which was approve unanimously. 

 

Ordinance 2014-08 was introduced for second reading, which amends the Historic District 

portion of the Land Development Ordinance in its entirety.  Commissioner Kasko explained 

that once tonight’s discussion was completed the Commissioners would be tabling the 

ordinance so that it could go back to the Planning Board for a final review to see that it 

matches the Master Plan. 

 

Anne Marie Plum, W. Park Avenue, asked if the Certificate of Appropriateness includes 

regulation of the color for homes and other buildings.  Commissioner Kasko replied that 

the Borough has never regulated the color of the buildings in the Historic District. 

 

Jason Schaeffer, 61 Kings Highway West, asked for a “black lined copy” to compare what 

the changes are to what the original ordinance stated.  The Administrator replied that she 

would get that information to him. 

 

Joe Harron, Haddonfield Commons, stated that he is concerned about possible teardown 

of homes in the Historic District and asked if this section of the ordinance had been 

changed.  Carter van Dyke, the Consultant hired by the Borough to work on this 

amendment, replied that the requirements in the ordinance are the same as they are for 

everyone else. 

 

Shana Marshall, Centre Street, noted that there is an asterisk after some of the homes 

listed on page 38, Item K.  There is not an asterisk after her home, but there is one for her 

neighbor’s property, which is the other half of her duplex.  She asked why this was asterisk 

was there.  Mr. van Dyke replied that there did not seem to be a rationale from the original 

ordinance and that there are some items, such as this, that still need to be revisited and 

updated.  Ms. Marshall asked if there was a definition yet for special material standards.  

Mr. van Dyke replied that the same materials can be used as before, but the Commission 

is more flexible now and aware that more cost effect standards need to be applied. 

 

Commissioner Kasko thanked Cart van Dyke and his associates, as well as the Planning 

Board, Zoning Board and Historic Preservation Commission for this updated ordinance.  He 

noted that the cost for this update was provided through a grant from the State.  As no 

more questions were asked Commissioner Kasko made a motion the table the Second 

Reading and Public Hearing until the meeting of June 10, 2014.  Commissioner Rochford 

seconded the motion, which was then approved unanimously. 

 

Commissioner Kasko, Commissioner Moscatelli and Commissioner Rochford voted 

affirmatively to pass the following resolutions with no questions asked: 

 

2014-05-13-078 Authorization to Pay Vouchers 

2014-05-13-079 Authorization to Issue Checks – Overpayment of Taxes 

2014-05-13-080 Authorization to Approve General Event Permit Applications - Various 

2014-05-13-081 Authorization to Hold Fireworks Display 

2014-05-13-082 Authorization to Advertise for sealed Bids – Pot Hole Repairs 

2014-05-13-083 Auth. to Advertise for sealed Bids – Miscellaneous Drainage Issues 

2014-05-13-084 Authorization to Submit Application and Execute Grant Agreement with 

the NJ Department of Transportation for FY2014 Trust Fund Municipal Aid 

Program Euclid Avenue Project, Phase III 

2014-05-13-085 Authorization to Amend Resolution 2014-03-25-058 for the Signing of a 

Professional Services Agreement for the Consultant to Create a 

Green/Sustainable Element for the master Plan – Clarke Caton & Hintz 

 

The fourth grade students from Elizabeth Haddon School were asked to stand, introduce 

themselves, as well as ask any questions they had.  In attendance were Lisa Edmonston, 

Linden Avenue; Livsey Kegler, Avondale Avenue; and Jack Locascio, Station Avenue, who 

asked about the recent robberies in town.  Police Chief Stuessy replied acknowledged 

that there have been a lot of burglaries lately, but the fingerprint evidence has shown that 

these may be linked to problems in other areas and we may have a suspect.  He 

cautioned everyone to call the Police if they see something suspicious and that resident 

input is important.  

 

Commissioner Rochford announced that on Thursday, May 15th there is a seminar 

regarding “Neighborhood Watch” through our Civic Association that will be held at the 

Tap Room on Crystal lake Avenue.  He reminded everyone to lock their doors at home. 



 

Commissioner Kasko opened the public comment portion of the meeting. 

 

Kathy F., a resident from Haddonfield, expressed her concerns about the winery outlets 

being allowed in businesses within the downtown and the possibility of restaurant 

customers getting intoxicated.  She asked who hold the liability should something happen.  

The Borough Solicitor replied that the wineries have the exposure. 

 

Mr. Haro mentioned that there are four 1920’s vintage housed being rehabilitated by one 

owner, who is doing a tremendous job.  He suggested that when the work is finished that 

the owner be recognized for her work. 

 

Matt Stephen, owner of Imprinsic Marketing, reviewed a proposal for another event in 

Kings Court to raise money for the “Fun For Fosters Organization”.  This would be a 

marketing seminar for anyone interested in attending.  The fee would be $100 per person 

and a representative from the organization would be there to collect the money.  

Commissioner Rochford asked how much of the proceeds would go to the organization.  

Mr. Stephen replied that 100% of the proceeds would go to the organization.  Additionally, 

the target audience would be the business owners here in town, as well as a percentage 

of his own customers.  Once it was noted that Kings Court may not been the right place 

for such a gathering, Mr. Stephen replied that he felt this was an exciting opportunity for 

the business community; that this is a new and progressive use of Kings Court.  

Commissioner Rochford noted that the Commissioners needed time to make a decision 

on this.  Commissioner Kasko agreed and stated that he is open to the idea. 

 

John Poliero, Concord Circle, commented on the location of the recycling and trash cans 

in Kings Court.  He pointed out that there is a higher need for these receptacles to be 

placed closer to Gracie’s.  Additionally, he would like to know who he should speak to 

regarding drainage issues in his back yard.  The Borough Administrator replied that he 

should begin by talking to the Construction Official regarding his back yard.  As for the 

trash can issues, she noted that the Borough will be trying a new product in the down town 

that will automatically compact the trash in the cans.  Mr. Poliero also referenced parking 

issue on King Highway in front of the karate studio.  He commented to the Police Chief 

about a car that is always parked there, either illegally or without paying the meter, and 

asked how quickly a tow truck could be sent there if he called.  The Police Chief replied 

that we would not have the vehicle towed, but will ticket cars there.  He noted that this is 

not a tow-away zone. 

 

Kathy F. asked that residents be reminded that the trash should not be put out no more 

than one day before the scheduled pickup day.  Commissioner Moscatelli stated that we 

would get that information out. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:30 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

  

Deanna Bennett 

Borough Clerk 


